
Pretérito imperfecto 
Paso a paso 



Here are some examples of how to use the "preterito imperfecto" in Spanish:

To describe past actions that were ongoing or repeated:

1. Cuando era niño, jugaba al fútbol todos los días. (When I was a child, I used to 
play soccer every day.)

2. Todos los veranos, mi familia y yo íbamos a la playa. (Every summer, my family 
and I used to go to the beach.)

In Spanish, the "preterito imperfecto" tense (also known as the 
"imperfect" tense) is used to describe ongoing or repeated past 
actions, as well as to describe past conditions or states of being.
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La casa era muy grande y tenía un jardín hermoso. (The house was very big and had a 
beautiful garden.)
El cielo estaba despejado y el sol brillaba. (The sky was clear and the sun was 
shining.)

To describe past conditions or states of being:

To express polite requests or suggestions in the past:

Quería preguntarle si podía ayudarme con mi tarea. (I wanted to ask you if you could 
help me with my homework.)
Pensé que podríamos ir al cine esta noche. (I thought we could go to the movies 
tonight.)
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Regulares 
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Irregulares 
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1. Todos los días mi mamá ______________ (preparar) el desayuno para nosotros.
2. Cuando era joven, yo ______________ (jugar) mucho al baloncesto.
3. Ayer, mientras caminaba al trabajo, ______________ (ver) un perro en la calle.
4. En la universidad, yo siempre ______________ (estudiar) en la biblioteca.
5. Cuando era pequeño, yo ______________ (creer) en Santa Claus.

Exercise 1: Complete the following sentences with the correct 
form of the verb in parentheses in the "preterito imperfecto" 
tense.
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1. Ayer, yo comí una pizza para el almuerzo. (yo/comer)
2. El año pasado, nosotros fuimos a México de vacaciones. (nosotros/ir)
3. La semana pasada, Juan leyó un libro interesante. (Juan/leer)
4. El mes pasado, ella compró un coche nuevo. (ella/comprar)
5. Anoche, ellos vieron una película de terror en el cine. (ellos/ver)

 Rewrite the following sentences in the "preterito imperfecto" 
tense.
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1. We used to live in a small town.
2. When I was a child, I used to play with my toys all day.
3. Every morning, I would drink a cup of coffee before work.
4. The sun was shining and the sky was blue.
5. We were happy in our old house.

Translate the following sentences into Spanish using the 
"preterito imperfecto" tense.
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