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The "Pretérito Simple" is a past tense used in Spanish to talk about completed actions in 
the past. It is also known as the "Indefinido" or "Pasado Simple" in some Spanish-speaking 
countries. Here are some common uses of the "Pretérito Simple":

1. To talk about completed actions in the past with a specific time reference:
Example: Ayer fui al cine con mis amigos. (Yesterday I went to the movies with my 
friends.)

2. To talk about a series of completed actions in the past:
Example: Llegué a casa, dejé las llaves en la mesa y encendí la televisión. (I arrived 
home, left the keys on the table, and turned on the TV.)

3. To talk about past actions that occurred at a specific point in time:
Example: A las 9 de la noche, comenzó a llover. (At 9 PM, it started to rain.)

4. To talk about a past action that was repeated a specific number of times:
Example: Fui al gimnasio tres veces la semana pasada. (I went to the gym three times 
last week.)
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The "Pretérito Simple" is a past tense used in Spanish to talk about completed actions in 
the past. It is also known as the "Indefinido" or "Pasado Simple" in some Spanish-speaking 
countries. Here are some common uses of the "Pretérito Simple":

1. To describe a past event in a narrative:
Example: El lunes pasado, me levanté temprano, desayuné y salí de casa para ir al 
trabajo. En el camino, me encontré con un amigo y hablamos un rato. (Last Monday, I 
woke up early, had breakfast, and left home to go to work. On the way, I met a 
friend and we talked for a while.)

2. To talk about past actions in a formal context, such as in historical or journalistic writing:
Example: El 12 de octubre de 1492, Cristóbal Colón llegó a América. (On October 12th, 
1492, Christopher Columbus arrived in America.)
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The conjugation of regular verbs
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Fill in the blanks with the appropriate form 
of the verb in the "Pretérito Simple

1. Yo __________ (estudiar) ayer. (I studied yesterday.)
2. Tú __________ (caminar) al parque la semana pasada. (You walked to the park last 

week.)
3. Él __________ (trabajar) en una tienda el año pasado. (He worked in a store last 

year.)
4. Nosotros __________ (visitar) a nuestros abuelos el fin de semana. (We visited our 

grandparents over the weekend.)
5. Vosotros __________ (cantar) en la fiesta de cumpleaños. (You all sang at the 

birthday party.)
6. Ellos __________ (bailar) en la discoteca anoche. (They danced at the nightclub 

last night.)

Elaborado por https://espanoltodoenuno.com/ 5

https://espanoltodoenuno.com/


Rewrite the following sentences in the "Pretérito 
Simple".

1. Tú estudias español en la universidad. (You study Spanish at the university.)
Tú __________ español en la universidad la semana pasada.

Él trabaja en una oficina. (He works in an office.)
Él __________ en una oficina el año pasado.

Nosotros visitamos a nuestros amigos en Madrid. (We visited our friends in Madrid.)
Nosotros __________ a nuestros amigos en Madrid el mes pasado.

Ellos caminan en el parque los domingos. (They walk in the park on Sundays.)
Ellos __________ en el parque el domingo pasado.
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Read the following paragraph and answer the questions in the 
"Pretérito Simple".

Ayer por la tarde, fui al supermercado para comprar comida. Compré pan, 
leche, huevos y frutas. Después, regresé a casa y cociné la cena. 
Comimos sopa y pollo con arroz. Finalmente, vi una película en la 
televisión y me acosté temprano.
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Yesterday afternoon, I went to the supermarket to buy food. I bought bread, milk, eggs and fruits. 
Then, I came home and cooked dinner. We ate soup and chicken with rice. Finally, I watched a movie 
on TV and went to bed early.

https://espanoltodoenuno.com/


Read the following paragraph and answer the questions in the 
"Pretérito Simple".

1. ¿Qué compró el narrador en el supermercado?
(What did the narrator buy at the supermarket?)
El narrador __________ pan, leche, huevos y frutas.

2. ¿Qué cocinó el narrador para la cena?
(What did the narrator cook for dinner?)
El narrador cocinó sopa y pollo con arroz.
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Write sentences in the past simple tense with the following verbs:

a) caminar
b) nadar
c) hablar
d) bailar
e) cantar

Ejemplo: Yo caminé por el parque ayer por la tarde.
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Write a short paragraph about what you did last weekend, using the "Pretérito 
Simple". Be sure to include at least five regular verbs.

Example:

El fin de semana pasado, fui al cine con mis amigos. Vimos una película de comedia y 
comimos palomitas. Después, caminamos por el parque y sacamos muchas fotos. El 
domingo, hice la limpieza de la casa y lavé la ropa. Fue un fin de semana divertido y 
relajante.

Elaborado por https://espanoltodoenuno.com/ 10

Last weekend, I went to the movies with my friends. We watched a comedy movie and 
ate popcorn. Afterwards, we walked in the park and took lots of pictures. On Sunday, I 
did house cleaning and laundry. It was a fun and relaxing weekend.
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