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In Spanish, the preposition "a" is often used in combination with certain verbs to indicate the 
direction or purpose of an action. It is commonly used with verbs like "ayudar" (to help), "ir" (to 
go), and "dar" (to give). Let me explain when and how to use it with some easy examples.

"Ayudar a" (to help): When you want to express that you are helping someone or 
something, you use the preposition "a." For example:

● Ayudo a mi amigo con sus tareas. (I help my friend with his homework.)
● Ellos nos ayudan a limpiar la casa. (They help us clean the house.)
● La maestra ayuda a los estudiantes a aprender. (The teacher helps the 

students learn.)

"Ir a" (to go): When talking about going to a specific place, you use the 
preposition "a." For example:

● Voy a la tienda a comprar comida. (I'm going to the store to buy food.)
● Mañana iremos al parque a jugar. (Tomorrow, we will go to the park to play.)
● Ellos van a la escuela a estudiar. (They go to school to study.)
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"Dar a" (to give): When you want to indicate the recipient of something you are 
giving, you use the preposition "a." For example:

● Le doy un regalo a mi mamá. (I give a gift to my mom.)
● Él le da un libro a su hermana. (He gives a book to his sister.)
● La empresa les da bonificaciones a sus empleados. (The company gives bonuses 

to its employees.)

"Llamar a" (to call):

● Voy a llamar a mi amigo para invitarlo a cenar. (I'm going to call my friend 
to invite him to dinner.)

● Mi mamá llama al doctor para hacer una cita. (My mom calls the doctor to make 
an appointment.)

● ¿Puedes llamar a la policía para reportar el robo? (Can you call the police 
to report the robbery?)
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"Enseñar a" (to teach):

● La profesora enseña a los estudiantes matemáticas. (The teacher teaches the 
students mathematics.)

● Él me enseñó a tocar la guitarra. (He taught me how to play the guitar.)
● Los padres enseñan a sus hijos buenos valores. (Parents teach their children 

good values.)

"Mirar a" (to look at):

● Ella mira a su perro mientras juega en el parque. (She looks at her dog while 
he plays in the park.)

● El niño mira a su madre con cariño. (The child looks at his mother 
affectionately.)

● Todos miran a la estrella fugaz en el cielo. (Everyone looks at the shooting 
star in the sky.)
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"Invitar a" (to invite):

● Mis amigos me invitaron a su fiesta de cumpleaños. (My friends invited me to 
their birthday party.)

● ¿Quieres invitar a Juanita a cenar esta noche? (Do you want to invite Juanita 
to dinner tonight?)

● Los vecinos nos invitaron a su barbacoa en el patio. (The neighbors invited 
us to their backyard barbecue.)

"Jugar a" (to play):

● Los niños juegan a la pelota en el parque. (The children play ball in the 
park.)

● ¿Quieres jugar a las cartas? (Do you want to play cards?)
● El equipo de fútbol juega a ganar el campeonato. (The soccer team plays to 

win the championship.)
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"Asistir a" (to attend):

● Ana asiste a la conferencia sobre medio ambiente. (Ana attends the conference 
on the environment.)

● ¿Vas a asistir a la reunión de padres en la escuela? (Are you going to attend 
the parents' meeting at school?)

● Los estudiantes asisten a las clases de arte los martes. (The students attend 
art classes on Tuesdays.)

"Volver a" (to return):

● Después de las vacaciones, ellos vuelven a su rutina diaria. (After the 
holidays, they return to their daily routine.)

● Si te olvidas algo en casa, puedes volver a buscarlo. (If you forget 
something at home, you can go back and get it.)

● El libro debe ser devuelto a la biblioteca mañana. (The book needs to be 
returned to the library tomorrow.)
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