
El pretérito 
pluscuamperfecto 
del subjuntivo
Paso a paso 



Understanding the components:

1. "Preterito" means past tense, so we're talking about something 

that happened in the past.

2. "Pluscuamperfecto" means pluperfect, which indicates an 

action that happened even before another past action.

3. "Del subjuntivo" means in the subjunctive mood, which is used 

to express doubts, wishes, or hypothetical situations.
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Formation
To form the "preterito pluscuamperfecto del subjuntivo," you'll need to use 
the imperfect subjunctive form of the auxiliary verb "haber" (had) followed by 
the past participle of the main verb.
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Examples:

1. Yo hubiera/hubiese comido: I had eaten

2. Tú hubieras/hubieses comido: You had eaten

3. Él/Ella/Usted hubiera/hubiese comido: He/She/You (formal) had eaten

4. Nosotros/Nosotras hubiéramos/hubiésemos comido: We had eaten

5. Vosotros/Vosotras hubierais/hubieseis comido: You all had eaten

6. Ellos/Ellas/Ustedes hubieran/hubiesen comido: They/You all (formal) 

had eaten
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When to use it:
We use the "preterito pluscuamperfecto del subjuntivo" to talk about something that 
happened even before another past action. It's often used in hypothetical situations, 
regrets, wishes, or doubts about the past.

● Example 1: Si hubiera sabido que venías, habría preparado algo especial.
● (If I had known you were coming, I would have prepared something special.)

● Example 2: Ojalá hubieras llegado antes para ver la puesta de sol.
● (I wish you had arrived earlier to see the sunset.)

● Example 3: El profesor quería que hubiéramos estudiado más para el examen.
● (The teacher wanted us to have studied more for the exam.)
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When to use it:
Expressing regret or missed opportunities:

● Ojalá hubiera ido al concierto. (I wish I had gone to the concert.)
● Me arrepiento de que no hubieras venido a la fiesta. (I regret that you didn't 

come to the party.)

Talking about unreal or hypothetical situations in the past:

● Si hubieras estudiado más, habrías aprobado el examen. (If you had studied more, 
you would have passed the exam.)

● No habríamos perdido el tren si no nos hubiéramos retrasado. (We wouldn't have 
missed the train if we hadn't been delayed.)
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When to use it:
When imagining how things might have been different:

● ¿Qué habría pasado si él hubiera aceptado el trabajo en el extranjero? (What would 
have happened if he had accepted the job abroad?)

● Si no hubiéramos tomado esa decisión, todo sería diferente ahora. (If we hadn't 
made that decision, everything would be different now.)

Conditional clauses in the past:

● Si hubiera ganado la lotería, habría comprado una casa nueva. (If I had won the 
lottery, I would have bought a new house.)

● Ella habría viajado por todo el mundo si hubiera tenido más dinero. (She would 
have traveled around the world if she had had more money.)
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Here are more examples using the "preterito 
pluscuamperfecto del subjuntivo" in Spanish:

● Ojalá hubiéramos llegado a tiempo a la función. (I wish we had arrived on time to 
the show.)

● Me habría gustado que me lo hubieras contado antes. (I would have liked you to 
tell me earlier.

● Si hubiera tenido más dinero, habría comprado ese vestido. (If I had had more 
money, I would have bought that dress.)

● Si no hubieras perdido las llaves, no estaríamos encerrados. (If you hadn't lost the 
keys, we wouldn't be locked in.)

● Dudo que hubieran encontrado la solución sin mi ayuda. (I doubt they would have 
found the solution without my help.)
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Complete the sentences with the appropriate form of the 
"preterito pluscuamperfecto del subjuntivo."

1. Si yo ____________ (saber) la respuesta, te la ____________ (decir).
(If I had known the answer, I would have told you.)

2. No creí que ellos ____________ (venir) a la fiesta si los ____________ (invitar).
(I didn't think they would come to the party if we had invited them.)

3. Si tú ____________ (estudiar) más, seguro que ____________ (aprobar) el examen.
(If you had studied more, you would have surely passed the exam.)

4. Ojalá nosotros ____________ (poder) ayudarte cuando nos ____________ (necesitar).
(I wish we could have helped you when you needed us.)
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 Imagine different scenarios for the following situations using 
the "preterito pluscuamperfecto del subjuntivo.

Escenario original: Tuvimos un picnic en el parque.
(Escenario hipotético: Si no ___________________________________________________________________ en 
el parque.)

Escenario original: María compró un boleto de lotería.
(Escenario hipotético: Si María ___________________________________________________________________ 
un boleto de lotería.)

Escenario original: Llegamos tarde a la película.
(Escenario hipotético: Si no ___________________________________________________________________ 
tarde a la película.)
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